
9th International Conference On Zakat Proceedings, pp.211-222  
ISSN:2655-6251      

 

GREEN ZAKAT: A SYSTEMATIC LITERATURE REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT AND SUSTAINABLE FINANCING MODEL 

Khadijah 1 , Karsono 2 , Jasmine Zahira Firda 3 , Tri Wahyuni4 and Mujahida Adilah 5 
 1,2,3,4,5Islamic Institute SEBI 

Paper was presented at the 9th International Conference on Zakat (ICONZ)​
9 – 12 December 2025, Jakarta, Indonesia 

ABSTRACT 

This study aims to systematically examine the development of Green Zakat research by identifying 
dominant thematic clusters, methodological approaches, and contributions of zakat to environmental 
sustainability and sustainable financing. The study intends to clarify how zakat has evolved from a 
traditional socio-religious instrument into a mechanism supporting green economy and sustainable 
development agendas. The study adopts a Systematic Literature Review (SLR) approach using the 
PRISMA framework. An initial dataset of 43 articles was screened through inclusion and exclusion 
criteria, resulting in 8 selected articles published between 2021 and 2025. Qualitative content analysis 
was employed to classify the literature into thematic clusters related to green zakat, environmental 
sustainability, governance, and sustainable resource management.  The findings reveal four dominant 
research clusters: (1) green economy and productive zakat, (2) environmental sustainability and SDGs 
integration, (3) environmental resource management and agro-sustainability, and (4) governance and 
accountability of sustainable zakat institutions. The results indicate that productive zakat integrated with 
green economic principles is the most extensively explored theme, highlighting zakat’s growing role in 
promoting environmentally responsible economic empowerment. This study is limited to peer-reviewed 
articles indexed in selected academic databases within a five-year publication window. Future research 
may expand the scope by incorporating bibliometric analysis, empirical field studies, or comparative 
cross-country assessments to deepen understanding of green zakat implementation. The findings provide 
guidance for zakat institutions and policymakers to design environmentally oriented zakat programs, 
particularly in productive sectors such as MSMEs, agriculture, clean water provision, and renewable 
resource management. The proposed thematic clusters can serve as a reference framework for program 
evaluation and policy formulation. By integrating environmental sustainability into zakat distribution, 
green zakat initiatives contribute to poverty alleviation while simultaneously enhancing ecological 
resilience, community welfare, and long-term socio-environmental sustainability, especially among 
vulnerable and mustahik communities. This study offers a structured and comprehensive mapping of 
Green Zakat research through a systematic literature review, presenting a novel thematic framework that 
bridges Islamic social finance with environmental sustainability. The findings enrich the academic 
discourse by positioning zakat as a strategic instrument for sustainable development rather than solely a 
redistributive mechanism. 
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I.​ INTRODUCTION 

Climate change and environmental degradation are global challenges that require a sustainable and 
equitable approach to social development funding. In Islamic economics, zakat not only serves as a 
mechanism for wealth redistribution but also has the potential to support community development through 
empowerment and welfare enhancement programs. Proper zakat management has been shown to increase 
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distribution effectiveness and positively impact social welfare, as evidenced by the implementation of 
professional zakat collection and distribution management in various institutions (Dergisi et al., 2019) . 

green zakat design emerged as an approach to zakat management that focuses not only on 
economic and social aspects but also on environmental sustainability. The use of zakat for environmental 
conservation activities is considered in line with the maqhasid sharia, particularly in maintaining welfare 
and preventing environmental damage, as emphasized in the sharia approach to reforestation and 
conservation practices through zakat funding (Arsad et al., 2024) . 

Moreover, philanthropic institutions such as Rumah Zakat have demonstrated that zakat-based 
empowerment programs can support the achievement of sustainable development goals by strengthening 
economic well-being, health, and environmental preservation (Muliadi, 2020) . Zakat, as an instrument 
for distributing welfare, has the primary goal of reducing poverty, closing disparities, and realizing social 
justice in society. This aligns with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) agenda formulated by the 
United Nations (UN) as a global effort to address social, economic, and environmental issues in an 
integrated manner to promote sustainable development (Nurhasanah, 2023) . 

Sustainable development planning is understood as the process of meeting the needs of the 
current generation without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. From 
an Islamic perspective, development goals are firmly grounded in teachings that emphasize a balanced 
relationship between humans and God, with each other, and with nature. These teachings not only place 
relationships as a spiritual foundation but also provide practical guidelines for achieving harmony and 
sustainability in life (Dariah et al., 2016) . 

Despite signs of alignment between zakat and its objectives in sustainable development, studies 
linking the two remain underdeveloped. Bibliometric analysis shows that studies on zakat and the SDGs 
are dominated by topics such as poverty, governance, and social empowerment, but environmental 
sustainability has not been a primary focus (Batari et al., 2024) . Furthermore, research on Islamic social 
finance indicates that zakat, waqf, and other sharia-compliant instruments have the potential to support 
funding for environmental projects, but their implementation remains hampered by a lack of regulation, 
institutional capacity, and technical understanding at the implementation level (Fahmi, 2025) . 

green zakat plan presents a new approach that focuses on distributing zakat to support 
environmental conservation efforts, such as ecosystem restoration, climate change mitigation, improving 
environmental quality of life, and strengthening community resilience to disasters. This approach aligns 
with the maqhasid sharia, particularly in maintaining the sustainability of life and preventing damage as a 
form of human responsibility as caliphs on earth (Dariah et al., 2016) . 

A concrete example of the use of zakat as an environmental financing model can be seen in a 
number of recent studies and reports. One of them is the Green Zakat framework released by BAZNAS 
(National Zakat Agency)-BSI (Bank Syariah Indonesia)-UNDP ( United Nations Development 
Programme) , which offers an innovative model in which zakat collection is not only directed at 
traditional social programs but also allocated to environmental initiatives such as renewable energy and 
sustainable agriculture. Furthermore, the allocation system in this model integrates ESG (Environmental, 
Social, Governance) principles in zakat management so that zakat programs are implemented with an 
approach that measures environmental impact, transparency, and good governance (UNDP, 2025) . 

Research by Munifatussaidah (2025) shows that zakat distribution can support sustainable 
development objectives, particularly in the provision of clean water and sanitation, which are part of the 
environmental pillar of the SDGs. This finding aligns with research by Yuliani et al. (2024) who identified 
that zakat institutions in Riau have begun directing a portion of productive zakat allocations to 
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conservation and natural resource management programs, although institutional strengthening and 
coordination among stakeholders are still needed to ensure program sustainability. 

Thus, the concept of green zakat demonstrates that zakat has a much broader potential than 
simply being an instrument of economic redistribution, namely as a source of social financing that 
supports environmental sustainability and community resilience. Integrating zakat with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) is a strategic step to ensure that social empowerment not only addresses 
short-term economic needs but also maintains ecosystem sustainability for future generations. Therefore, 
this study aims to systematically review development studies related to green zakat, analyze its 
contribution to sustainable development, and formulate a relevant and applicable zakat financing model to 
support strengthening environmental and social resilience in communities. 

II.​ LITERATURE REVIEW 

Green Zakat 

Green zakat is an extension of the zakat concept that combines socio-economic dimensions with 
environmental conservation. This concept stems from the recognition that human well-being is 
inseparable from the sustainability of nature. Through this approach, zakat funds can be directed toward 
environmentally friendly activities such as forest rehabilitation, integrated waste management, water 
conservation, and sustainable agriculture. The implementation of green zakat demonstrates that Islamic 
teachings have significant potential to foster a transition to a just and socially just green economy (Azmi, 
2025). 

The implementation of green zakat also shows that Islamic teachings are in line with the 
principles of sustainable development. In the context of maqāṣid al- sharī'ah , environmental preservation 
includes efforts to preserve life ( ḥifẓ al- nafs ) and protect wealth ( ḥifẓ al- māl). Thus, the utilization of 
zakat is directed to preserve natural resources and mitigate environmental risks in line with the objectives 
of sharia to create the welfare of the people. Zakat institutions can allocate part of their funds in 
environmentally friendly programs that provide dual benefits: community economic empowerment and 
ecological conservation (Widiastuti et al., 2022) . 

Furthermore, the potential of green zakat strengthens Islamic social finance's position as a crucial 
instrument in addressing global issues such as climate change and social inequality. Through 
collaboration with Islamic financial institutions and environmental organizations, zakat can be used to 
finance innovative projects such as organic farming, water conservation, and clean energy management. 
This collaborative approach opens up opportunities for zakat institutions to become agents of change in 
creating a balance between human well-being and environmental sustainability (Nurhasanah, 2023). 

Environmental Zakat 
Zakat for the environment is a form of zakat utilization oriented towards environmental 

preservation and ecosystem balance. This concept arises from the perspective that human well-being is 
inseparable from the sustainability of the natural world that sustains life. Through this approach, zakat 
funds can be used to finance activities such as reforestation, waste management, water resource 
conservation, and critical land restoration. Utilizing zakat for ecological purposes expands zakat's social 
function from mere economic redistribution to an empowerment instrument that contributes to 
environmental sustainability (Humaidi et al., 2024). 

Besides being an inadequate form of social response, environmental zakat also reflects the 
spiritual awareness that humans are caliphs on earth, obligated to preserve God's creation. Through 
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synergy between zakat institutions, environmental organizations, and the community, environmental zakat 
programs can have a dual impact, improving community welfare while simultaneously improving 
environmental quality. This approach aligns with Islamic principles of social justice and serves as a 
concrete example of the integration of religious and ecological values in a sustainable manner (Azmi, 
2025). 
Sustainable Zakat 

Sustainable zakat emphasizes sustainability in its management and utilization, ensuring that its 
benefits are not only felt temporarily but also have a long-term impact on the welfare of the community. 
This approach encourages zakat institutions to develop productive distribution models, such as financing 
micro-enterprises, sustainable agriculture, and a community-based circular economy. With a transparent 
and empowerment-oriented system, zakat can serve as a supporting instrument for sustainable 
socio-economic development and reduce social inequality (Erni, Artis, & Rahman, 2024). 

The sustainable design of zakat also aligns with the principle of maqāṣid al-sharī'ah, which is to 
maintain the sustainability of life and the welfare of society in a just manner. With governance that adapts 
to the challenges of the times, zakat can be an effective Islamic financial instrument to promote the 
economic independence of the community. Integrating zakat with sustainable development initiatives 
strengthens the contribution of Islamic economics to social welfare and environmental sustainability ( 
Nurhasanah , 2023). 

III.​ RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study was designed with a qualitative approach and a literature review. This study aims to identify 
the determining factors for the success of green zakat development in the future. Data sources were 
derived from journal database references in Google Scholar . Data collection techniques used the Publish 
or Perish application . Article selection was carried out using the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for 
Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) method. Data collection was conducted through journal articles 
relevant to the research topic ( Moher et al., 2010) . The applied method was structured following the 
research steps established by PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and 
Meta-Analyses) , including systematic identification, selection, and inclusion of articles. 

Based on the PRISMA (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses) 
approach , the data selection process is carried out in four stages, namely (Identification), (Screening), 
(Eligibility) . At this identification stage, articles are identified and searched in the database using journals 
with the keywords "Green Zakat" OR "Environmental Zakat" OR "Sustainable Zakat" OR ("Zakat" AND 
"Environment") OR ("Zakat" AND "Sustainability") . At the filtering level, journals are selected in the 
database by excluding journals that have similarities. At this eligibility stage, journals are determined for 
their eligibility based on title and abstract filtering. Then exclusions are also made using three criteria, 
namely: not journal articles/proceedings, full text is not available, and irrelevant exposure. (Rieza et al., 
2024) . 
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Figure 1. PRISMA Procedure Flowchart 

 

Source: Processed by researchers 

IV.​ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Trends and Conditions of Literature Related to “Green Zakat” 

Distribution of Articles by Year of Publication 

A literature review using the PRISMA framework yielded eight journal articles discussing green zakat 
from 2020 to 2025. The results are shown in the graph below. 

 

Graph 1. Distribution of Articles by Year of Publication 

Based on the graph, it can be concluded that there was an increase in the distribution of articles 
from early 2020 to 2025. This graph was taken from eight selected journal articles studied. From 2020 to 
2022, there were no journal articles discussing the topic of green zakat . Then in 2021, there will be one 
journal article discussing this related topic, namely (Mahadi, et al., 2021) . 
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In 2023, two articles were found, namely (Nurhasanah, 2023; Ummi Ibrahim Attah, 2023) . Then 
in 2024 there will be a very significant increase, namely there are three articles that also fall into the topic 
of green zakat, namely (Anwar, 2024; Rahmah, Hakim, et al. 2024; Suri, Kamaliah, & Halim, 2024) . 
Then in 2025 there will be one article discussing the topic of green zakat, namely (Kamaliah, 2025). 

The linear trend line in the graph indicates a significant overall increase from year to year, 
although this is not consistent. Overall, the graph shows that the topic of green zakat has received 
increasing attention in academia, especially in recent years. This ups and downs are likely driven by 
technological developments, industry needs, and growing awareness of the importance of credible and 
modern green zakat . 
Distribution of Articles Based on Language Usage 

Most researchers writing literature on green zakat use English. Seven documents were written in 
English, while one document in this study was Indonesian. Although English is recognized as an 
international language accepted by most of the global community, Indonesian remains significant in the 
context of green zakat research . The distribution of green zakat research by language can be seen in the 
following diagram. 

 

English has become the dominant medium used by researchers, given its role as a universal 
means of communication worldwide. Therefore, publications in English have a broader impact, not 
limited to audiences in their home countries, as is the case with articles written in national languages (Ali, 
Kassim et al., 2021) . 

Distribution of Articles by Document Type 

Research on the topic of green zakat is now available in the form of articles, conference papers, 
proceedings, and various other written works. This makes it easier for readers interested in green zakat 
research . The distribution of green zakat research by document type can be seen in the diagram below. 
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Based on the diagram above, the number of researches documented in journal format reached 5 
documents, proceedings 2 documents, and paper 1. Thus, it can be concluded that research on green zakat 
during the 2020-2025 period was predominantly conducted in journal format. 

Thematic Analysis of Green Zakat Research Findings 

Article about Green Zakat Model 

After going through the selection process, this study has selected and summarized several 
articles with the keywords "Green Zakat" OR " Environmental Zakat" OR " Sustainable Zakat" OR 
("Zakat" AND " Environment ") OR ("Zakat" AND " Sustainability "). The selection was carried out 
using the PRISMA approach which is presented in the following figure. 

 
Figure 2. Results of Article Selection on the Implementation of the Productive Zakat Model 

 

Source: Processed with PRISMA flowchart procedure 
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During the identification process, 43 articles were found with titles matching the keywords. The 
next step was filtering, selecting journals obtained in the initial stage based on relevant titles, resulting in 
20 journals. In the eligibility selection stage, the author had to exclude a total of 12 journals. This was 
because the form was not a journal, either in the form of a book or an article proceeding , totaling 10 
articles. One article was not available in full, and one article discussed issues irrelevant to the research 
and not research from 2020 to 2025. Therefore, 8 articles were finally selected from the selection results 
using the PRISMA approach that passed and then proceeded to the data processing stage. The author 
presents a list of articles that passed the final selection in tabular form to make it easier for readers to find 
the intended sources. The following is a list of successfully selected journals 

Table 1. List of Articles on the Productive Zakat Model 

No Author Name & Year Title Green Zakat Model 
    

1. Khairul Anwar (2024) Green Zakat Concept : A Strategy for 
Utilizing Zakat Funds for Environmental 
Sustainability 

Community-based 
environmental 
empowerment 

2. Dewi Puspa Suri, Kamaliah , 
Edyanus Herman Halim 
(2024) 

A New Paradigm for Economic 
Sustainability in Riau: 
Productive Zakat as a Mechanism for 
Social Development 

Community-based 
environmental 
empowerment 

3. Ummi Ibrahim Atah , 
Salimatu Ahmad Rufa'i , 
Shafaatu Bello Habib, Safiyya 
Abubakar Abba (2024) 

Exploring Faith- based Economic Model 
(Zakat) for Ensuring 
Sustainability of Clean Water Provision and 
Sanitation in Nigeria: A Lesson from 
Indonesia. 

Multi-stakeholder 
collaboration 

4. Nur Farhah Mahadi, Nor 
Razinah Mohd Zain, Anwar 
Hasan Abdullah Othman 
(2020) 

The Role of Zakᾱt in Achieving Economic 
Empowerment , Environmental 
Sustainability and Social Re - Engineering 
as Promoted in the 12th Malaysia Plan 
(12MP) 

Multi-stakeholder 
collaboration 

5. Rizka Ar Rahmah, Andy 
Hakim, Hasnul Habib 
Rangkuti, Nurul Latifa Sari 
(2024) 

Optimization of Productive Zakat for 
MSME Development 
Through Green Economics Principles : A 
Case Study of YBM Brilliant in Medan 

Multi-stakeholder 
collaboration 

6. Indi Nikmatul Kamaliah 
(2025) 

Community Economic Empowerment 
through Productive Zakat Based on 
Hydroponic Melon Greenhouses 

Community-based 
environmental 
empowerment 

7. Neneng Nurhasanah (2023) Zakat & Sustainable Development Goals ( 
SDGs ): A Review 

Project-based financing 

8. Caliph Muhamad Ali, Salina 
Kassim, Miftahul Jannah, 
Zulkarnain Muhammad Ali 
(2021) 

Enhancing the Role of Zakat and Waqf on 
Social Forestry 
Program in Indonesia 

Project-based financing 

 



219​     Khadijah, Karsono, Jasmine Zahira Firda, Tri Wahyuni, and Mujahida Adilah   

Green Zakat Model Findings 

Based on observations of selected articles, the author classifies the green zakat models that have 
been implemented into three general divisions. This classification combines similar zakat model 
programs, even though in the field there are differences. The names of work programs differ in each 
region, and zakat administrators are one of the primary stakeholders. However, they are generally divided 
into four models. The sectoral divisions of the green zakat model are illustrated in the following table: 

Table 2. Results of the Green Zakat Model Research 

No Classification of Green 
Zakat Models 

Success Indicators Source 

1. Community-based 
environmental empowerment 

(1) Green economic independence; (2) 
Reduction of local environmental damage; 
(3) Level of adoption of environmentally 
friendly practices; (4) Sustainability of the 
program after zakat funding ends 

(Anwar, 2024), (Dewi 
Puspa Suri et al. , 2024), ( 
Kamaliah , 2025) 

2. Project-based financing (1) Effectiveness of zakat fund utilization in 
projects; (2) Long-term financial feasibility 
of projects without dependence on zakat; 
(3) Measurable environmental impact; (4) 
Improving the welfare of mustahik 

(Nurhasanah, 2023), (Ali 
et al. , 2021) 

3. Multi-stakeholder 
collaboration 

(1)​ Active involvement of various 
parties; (2) Integration of policies and 
regulations that support the implementation 
of green zakat projects; (3) Transparency 
and accountability in reporting impacts, 
both social and environmental; 

( Father et al. , 2024), 
(Mahadi et al. , 2024), 
(Rahmah et al. , 2024) 

Source: PRISMA analysis results from various references 

In the first classification, the community-based environmental empowerment model emphasizes 
the direct involvement of beneficiaries in environmental quality improvement programs that 
simultaneously generate economic benefits. In Khairul Anwar's (2024) research, this model is 
implemented through community-based green economic development programs, such as local 
environmental management and capacity building for beneficiaries in sustainably utilizing natural 
resources. This program aims to increase the income of poor communities through environmentally 
friendly activities, such as environmentally friendly agriculture and community-based conservation. 

Research by Dewi Puspa Suri et al. et al. , (2024) also emphasized that zakat productivity can be 
optimized through a green economy approach, particularly for MSMEs developed using sustainability 
principles. The results of this study indicate increased economic independence of mustahik, reduced 
dependence on consumer assistance, and the creation of a culture of environmental conservation on a 
local scale. 

Another example of implementation is found in Kamaliah's (2025) research on a hydroponic 
melon greenhouse project , which demonstrated that utilizing zakat in the modern agricultural sector can 
increase income, transfer green technology, and reduce environmentally damaging land conversion. The 
model's success is demonstrated by its ability to persist even after zakat funding has ceased. 
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Thus, the community-based environmental empowerment model shows that green zakat is 
capable of creating economic prosperity as well as sustainable ecological improvement. The second 
model in this study is project-based financing, which involves distributing zakat to fund environmental 
projects with specific, measurable goals and long-term impact. Nurhasanah's (2023) research found that 
zakat has the potential to be a funding source for projects supporting the achievement of the SDGs , 
particularly the provision of clean water, sanitation, and environmental conservation. This scheme is 
implemented through the allocation of zakat to projects that can provide sustainable benefits and not just 
short-term consumption. 

Research by Ali et al. et al. (2021) added that the integration of zakat and waqf in the Social 
Forestry project in Indonesia can reduce deforestation, empower communities surrounding forests, and 
increase natural resource-based economic resilience. This project involves communities in sustainably 
managing forests and obtaining economic benefits from non-timber forest products. Atah's research . et et 
al. , (2024) in Nigeria, with lessons learned from Indonesian practices in providing clean water and 
sanitation facilities. This model focuses on reducing environmental risks and improving the standard of 
living of mustahik through environmentally friendly infrastructure funded by zakat. Based on these 
findings, the project-based financing model is highly relevant to support Islamic social financing-based 
environmental solutions through financially viable and ecologically beneficial projects on a large scale.  

The final model identified is multi-stakeholder collaboration , namely the implementation of 
green zakat through partnerships between zakat institutions, the government, Islamic financial 
institutions, academics, and environmental organizations. In Mahadi et al.'s (2020) research, increasing 
the effectiveness of zakat in environmental development in Malaysia was achieved through synergy with 
the Malaysia Plan and other national policies supporting a green economy. This integration ensures zakat 
becomes part of the country's environmental resilience strategy. 

Rahmah et al. 's research al. , (2024) also showed that the development of MSMEs through zakat 
with the principle of green The Medan economy is implemented through program partnerships with local 
governments, MSMEs, and sharia-based capital institutions, thereby providing multi-layered support for 
beneficiaries. Next, Atah et et al. , (2024) emphasized that the provision of sanitation and clean water 
facilities cannot be carried out by a single zakat institution but requires cross-sectoral policy and funding 
support. This collaborative approach enhances project sustainability and institutional capacity. 

This model is also in line with the Green Zakat framework developed by BAZNAS–UNDP–BSI, 
where ESG principles are applied directly to fund management and impact reporting. Thus, the 
multi-stakeholder collaborative model proves that green zakat will have a broader and more measurable 
impact if integrated into an environmental development ecosystem that involves many parties. 

V. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusion 

Green zakat is an innovative way to utilize zakat funds that is not only oriented towards meeting 
socio-economic needs but also serves as a strategic instrument in supporting environmental sustainability. 
A systematic review using the PRISMA method identified eight relevant articles, demonstrating that the 
concept of green zakat is growing and receiving broader academic attention in the 2020–2025 period. 

There are 3 main research findings showing that the implementation of green zakat in various 
countries has been directed at three development models, namely (1) Community-based environmental 
empowerment, which focuses on increasing the economic independence of mustahik through the 
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implementation of green economic practices and ecological conservation at the community level, (2) 
Project-based financing, which utilizes zakat funds to support environmental conservation projects such 
as the provision of clean water, natural resource conservation, renewable energy, and climate change 
mitigation , (3) Multi-stakeholder collaboration , which emphasizes the integration of stakeholders, 
including zakat institutions, government, Islamic financial institutions, academics, and environmental 
organizations, to ensure the sustainability of funding, strengthening regulations, and increasing 
accountability and measurement of environmental impacts. 

Despite its great potential in achieving the sustainable development goals ( SDGs ), the 
implementation of green zakat still faces challenges, including a lack of supporting regulations, limited 
capacity of zakat institutions, and a lack of technical instruments for standardized environmental impact 
measurement. 

Overall, green zakat has the potential to be an effective Islamic social finance instrument in 
addressing the global environmental crisis, enhancing community resilience, and strengthening economic 
and ecological well-being in a sustainable manner. Therefore, strengthening governance, digitizing 
reporting, and developing innovative financing models are urgently needed to encourage the 
implementation of green zakat on a broader scale in the future. 
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